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Zero Energy Commercial Buildings Consortium (CBC)

Call Notes

August 30, 2010; 1:00-2:00 pm EST
Participants

Gregg Ander

Javier Mariscal

Cathy Cotter

Peter Arnoldt

Diana Lin

Abi Kallushi

Uwe Brandes

Doug Baston

Jeff Harris

Brian Lynch

Aaron Needham

Steve Stelzer

Sneh Kumar

Doug Baston

Garth Otto

Key Conclusions

· Discussion arose regarding lack of smart grid as a barrier.  However, the CHP WG is looking and smart grid and Diana Lin will forward Cathy Cotter’s information to them.

· Dian Lin suggested that next year we have a utilities focused group (Gregg Ander can write a few sentences regarding this).
· Gregg offered to provide Diana with short summary of utility role regarding zero net energy and Smart Grid

Next Steps
· Submit additional comments to Javier Mariscal at Javier.Mariscal@sce.com
· Jeff will submit comments regarding utility hook up charges
· Review comments and forward draft to Dave Hewitt (will send track changes document to DH as to not dilute any feedback)

· Chairs will schedule a call with Dave Hewitt to discuss draft
· Javier, Abi, and Diana will discuss off-line the logistics for transmitting draft Working Paper to task Leader Dave Hewitt by close of business day August 31

Meeting Minutes

Javier Mariscal opened the call by reviewing the past to present timeline of the Voluntary Programs WG.  Also, much of the draft was based on work already done, plus they fleshed out Edison’s work in CA and took it to a broader national level.  

Diana Lin also reminded the WG that DOE is interested in key barriers and recommendations to achieve NZE.  DOE will also take this report into consideration for a road mapping activity for their commercial buildings program.  Currently, Joe Hagerman at DOE is heading this.   
Draft comments and discussion
· Cathy; I noticed a few issues that you might want to rate under the green building and voluntary rating system. Industry associations that have their own program. There’s a lot of lack of information and awareness on the part of people that could take advantage of the programs. We need to get people to know what is available. Also, I’m really aware of what’s going on with smart grids and its capacity to accommodate demands assuming widespread adoption of incentive programs (lots of talk about transient load issues).
· Diana agreed that Smart Grid capacity issues need to be addressed and suggested that the utilities should form a separate working group to discuss the impacts of zero net energy on Smart Grid capacity

· Jeff Harris; there are two kinds of relationships/incentives: incentives for utilities to act (from regulators like decoupling), and then incentives that target utility-customer relationship.  It’s fine to mention the former, but more effective and action-oriented to focus on the later.  JH also discussed: 

1) Missing from the discussion is the idea of utility hook-up charges as an incentive (or dis-incentive) for low-energy and low-power new buildings.  1-time (builder? Owner?) incentive to capitalize
2) Shouldn’t we have a section on the federal commercial tax deduction?  (Now extended to 5 years, of which 4 remain, so the concerns over a 1-year time limit (too short for most commercial projects to qualify) has gone away for now.  But other constraints to use of commercial buildings tax deduction:

· $ amount per square foot

· lack of prescriptive measures (except for lighting)

· limited ability for non-taxpaying entities to benefit (despite provision in law)

3) Incentives are for hardware only (except OR, and BuildingSTAR) – not for building operations or Cx – or design fees (except OR and CA Savings by Design – also NStar has worked in this area, according to Gregg A and Doug Baston)

4) Should we comment on the BuildingSTAR program design?

· Energy Future Coalition has a lot of background info at http://www.energyfuturecoalition.org/content/Building-STAR
· Alliance summary at http://ase.org/content/article/detail/6613 

· Legislative text at http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s111-3079 

· Uwe; there might be an opportunity to provide a link to the finance piece with respect to the generation of publicly acceptable data. Here references the energy star initiative. Do we need to include other broader carbon disclosure initiative? More corporate in nature but which overtime might be a major market driver in terms of demanding high quality and high performance buildings.
· Diana Lin; I might want to think about this a little bit more. Our Benchmarking and Performance assurance group is talking about this a little bit. 
· Jeff: there’s also the corporate social responsibility movement that has infiltrated into corporate board rooms.  It’s a whole theme that might be worth a mention. 

· In closing, this will need to be further examined.
Voluntary Programs Working Group
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